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fom to unite with the gentlemen named by your house to invite his excellency the governor to
sign suc: bil's an may be prepared for his signature, Py order, wM KILTY, Cik,

On motion of Mr. Price, Leave was given to bring in a hill entitled. Am act conceruing the
school fand :n Washington county, and it was ordered that Messrs. Price, Miller and Browniey,
be a committee to bring in the same.

‘ The engrossed bills from No.75 to No. 78, inclusive, were read, assented to, and sent to the
house of delegates, e

Mr, Johnson from the committee submitted the following repert:

The committee to whom was referred the resolut-on 1n favor of R. W. West, beg leave to report
that thev have had the same ander con ideration and are f opinion that it ought to pass. Your
" committee hive ascertained from -he treasurer that Stephen West the father of the memorialist
‘deposited in the treasury on aceount of several British creditors and by virtue of the act of Octo-
ber session 1780; chapter 5, the sum of £28.900 in coutinental money, upon which at che rate of
exchange of 40 for 1 were 1ssued under the emissions of June 1780, certificates to the amount of
272210 . s

- After the treaty of peace it was decided by the supreme court of the United States and that deci-
sion was universally cos:curred in, that the creditors were rot bound by these payments. The can-
sequence was, all the creditors who sued recovered the full amount of their debts; the money of
cour:e paid by the debtors in the treasury under the act of 1780 vught in justice to be refunded to
them, and has always been refunded when “he certificates (which were the evidence of the payment)
have been produced. In this case £350 were paid to Hannah West the executrix of Stephen.

The state in no event could have had (as it appears to your committee) any intrrest m this money.
She held the money suhject ¢sther to the demand of the British creditor or of the American deb.or;
when it was decided that the former was not bound by the payment, it followed as 2 necessary con-
sequence that the money ought to be restored to the Iatter. But for the loss of the certificares
therefor in this instance. the memorialist, as the present legal representative of his father, could
bave obtained the amount given him by the resolution referred to your committee withoat the aid
of that resolution The certificates however being lost and the terms of the resolution securing
the state against their production at any time hereafter, your committee think it but juat ac. right
that the resolurion subinitted to them should pass; which was read; the resolution wa< then cead
and laid on the table,

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill relating to the penitentiary of Marvland, being
the order of the day, and it being read a third time, the que:tion was put, Shall the bill pass?  De.
termined in the affirmative. &

" The clerk of honse of delegates returned the engrossed bills No. 75 to No. 78 in-'usive.

On motion of Mr. Brownley Lieave was given to oring ia a bili to be eatitled, . An act appointing
commissioners to <ettle the-division line between Harford and Cecil counties, and it was crdered
that Messrs. Brownley, Milter and Chambers be a committee to bring in the same,

Mr. Brownlev from the committee reported a bill entitled, An act appointing commissioners to
settle the division line between Harford and Cecil counties; ~hich was read the first time and j’aid
on the table. L 5] - \

Mr. Chambers submitted the following report: \

The committee to whom w s veferred the following bills to wit: An act to give vzlidity and ope-
ration to the deed of conveyance therein mentioned; a bill entitled, An act for the relicf of Henry
'Korn of A'legany cownty; a bill entitled, An act to authorise the recording of a deed from Jacob
Charles of Caroline county, 0 Thomas Payne of said county, dnd others of 2 s:milar natare, beg
leave to report that they have had the subjects referred to them under serious con-ideration The
eommittee do aot commit themselves, nor would they recommend that the senate should stand
conmit-ed by an assertinn that in no considerable case wil! i!:' be proper for the legislature to inter.
pose its antherity to increase ;he facilitier already provided for the completion of rights which exiss .
ting provisions of our code possesses the means of perfecting.

The committee cannot enter into the field of conjecture, and have therefore confined themselves
to instances which have been presented to their consideration, and with a reference to such instan-
ces they wish to be understood as suggesting a ceurse of conduct and principles of legislation as
conson int to the theory of our constitution and laws as they are believed to be uniform in the estab-
lishment of the general purposes of justice and equity. The committee are of opinien thatany
effect to mnterrupt the ordinary and regular operation of the established systems of jurisprudence by
which the necessary requisites to secure titles to real estates have been declared to the commaunity,

or even 1o aitempt an irregu'ar and partial facility to arrive at the same results which those peneral
_systems are designed to produce by legislating on the peculiar features of indilgxfw
attended with consequences entirely at varience with the best interests of the community.

' Such individual cases present themselves to the notice of the legislature without the means of
tha: accurate and minute investigation which alone secure to any tribuna] the necessary cerainty
‘and justice of its decisions. They are generally sustained by exparte representations com:-ietely
heyond theinfluence of those checks and guards which protect and defend the judicral tribunal

from error and imposition. ,
 These considerations the committee believe would render legistative interposition improper in ali
cases in which the applicants could disclose such ‘an interest as the provisions of existing laws
would embrace; and it is believed by the committee that they will embrace every case ta wrich®
an equitable title to real estate can be established,

If they are not sufficiently extensive it is in the opinion of the committee a proper subject for
Tegistation of a different and general character.. -
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